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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: on line 9-10, "upon 
inclusion of that received object in the one or more" should be changed to -upon 
inclusion of that received object in the one or more object groups-. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Curtin 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,737,980). 

With respect to claim 1 , Curtin et al. disclose a method for forming character 
strings (object groups) from a plurality of alphanumeric characters (received objects) 
(column 3, lines 59-62). A computer receives the first signal generated by the 
depression of an alphanumeric keyboard key, recognizes the first signal, and generates 
a best guess of the desired alphanumeric character according to a predetermined 
algorithm (column 3, lines 42-48); hence, data is passed to the computer which 
recognizes the signal via a detection scheme. Since there is only one detection scheme, 
it is deemed inherent that the detection scheme has a priority (the highest priority). Each 
key represents four alphanumeric characters (column 3, lines 40-41), thus forming an 



Application/Control Number: 10/807,101 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2628 

associated object group type of alphanumeric characters. It is deemed inherent that the 
computer detects whether a received character forms part of an object group of said 
associated object group type because the four alphanumeric characters of a group 
appear in displays 11, 12, 13, and 14 in Fig. 1 (column 3, lines 41-42) after a key is 
depressed. If the guess displayed by display 11 is correct, control key 19 in Fig. 1 is 
pressed and the character is stored in a buffer (forming a list), and displayed at the end 
of a series of previous choices by display 16 in Fig. 1 , thus receiving a notification 
whether said received object forms part of said object group and determining whether 
one or more of the object groups are completely formed upon inclusion of that received 
object in the one or more object groups. Pressing the control key a second time at this 
point causes the string of alphanumeric characters to be output on display 16 (column 
3, lines 55-60). 

With respect to claim 2, Curtin et al. disclose the method as in claim 1 . It is 
deemed inherent that the outputting step includes outputting the completely formed 
object group if the completely formed object group is the object group in the list of a type 
associated with the detection scheme with a highest priority because the completely 
formed word from the method is the completely formed object group and the object 
group are in the list of a type of alphanumeric characters in the one detection scheme of 
the highest priority. 

With respect to claim 3, Curtin et al. disclose the method of claim 1 . The data 
describing the received object passed to detection schemes having associated object 
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group types where the received object is inherently a potential member because it is 
chosen from one of four alphanumeric characters on the depressed key. 

With respect to claim 4, Curtin et al. disclose the method of claim 1 . All four 
alphanumeric characters are output on displays 11, 12, 13, and 14, in Fig. 1 (column 3, 
lines 41-42), so received objects are displayed even if not selected by the algorithm to 
form an object group. 

With respect to claim 5, Curtin et al. disclose the method of claim 1. Previously 
received objects are not displayed on display 16 unless the object is the correct 
character (column 3, lines 55-59). 

With respect to claim 6, Curtin et al. disclose the method as in claim 5, wherein 
previously received objects are output individually in displays 11, 12, 13, and 14 in Fig. 
1 (column 3, lines 41-42), and as a group in display 16 (column 3, lines 59-60), 
depending on whether the received object is a correct character. 

With respect to claim 7, Curtin et al. disclose a system (the computer) for 
executing the method of claim 1 (see rationale for rejection of claim 1). 

With respect to claim 8, Curtin et al. disclose the system of claim 7 for executing 
the method of claim 2 (see rationale for rejection of claim 2). 

With respect to claim 9, Curtin et al. disclose the system of claim 7 for executing 
the method of claim 3 (see rationale for rejection of claim 3). 

With respect to claim 10, Curtin et al. disclose the system of claim 7 for executing 
the method of claim 4 (see rationale for rejection of claim 4). 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , Curtin et al. disclose the system of claim 7 for executing 
the method of claim 5 (see rationale for rejection of claim 5). 

With respect to claim 12, Curtin et al. disclose the system of claim 1 1 for 
executing the method of claim 6 (see rationale for rejection of claim 6). 

With respect to claim 13, Curtin et al. disclose a computer program product for 
implementing the method of claim 1 . It is deemed inherent that a computer program 
product must implement the method because this is required for the computer to 
execute the method. 

With respect to claim 14, Curtin et al. disclose the system of claim 1 3 for 
implementing the method of claim 2 (see rationale for rejection of claim 2). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on May 8, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant asserts that it is the detection schemes that have 
priorities, not the objects. The computer uses one detection scheme, thus it is inherently 
the detection scheme of highest priority. Applicant states that an object may form part of 
the object group of one or more of the detection schemes; Curtin teaches an object 
forming an object group of one of the detection schemes (column 3, lines 42-48). 
Applicant states that there is no disclosure in Curtin of completely forming a character 
string and each character is individually formed and output; however Curtin discloses 
"the string of alphanumeric characters displayed by display 16..." (column 3, lines 59- 
60) thus forming a character string and outputting the string. Curtin states it is the user, 
not the computer who forms the character string, using the computer and abbreviated 
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keyboard. The claimed invention does not state that the character string (object groups) 
cannot be formed by a user. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Yang whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5514. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Zimmerman can be reached on (571) 272-7653. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



AGY 



7/17/06 
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